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Current and Future Friends of FCHCS: 

o 
Several years ago, as a connection with another project that I was working on, I was invited to take a tour of a..
 

FCHCS. At the time, there was a fair amount of press about the low quality of public schools in Baltimore City.
 
Additionally, the Catholic Schools of Baltimore City were in danger of slowly disappearing due to lack of
 
funding and an inability for parents/guardians of the students to cover the extremely reasonable tuition. I o""


o
agreed to take the tour and was told of the depressed conditions of the neighborhood where FCHCS was a.. 

located. 

As we drove closer to the school, "depressed" was a generous and optimistic description of the neighborhood III .., 
(especially as we were discussing the average household income of the neighborhood). In my mind, I started < '" 
to envision a school that was probably beyond hope of resurrection or assistance and the phrase "don't throw 
good money after bad" came to mind. The reality, however, was that we pulled into the school and I'met 
some of the teachers, students and the school principal and a huge paradigm shift occurred. This school was 
an oasis and didn't need any sort of resurrection. From the students' mouths, I heard excitement regarding 
the fortune that was smiling on them and allowed them to attend this school. 
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My questions were eagerly answered by these intelligent, polite and precious kids. These were kids who were
 
off the streets, advanced academically for their age/grade (courtesy of FCHCS) and enjoyed the experience of
 
attending school- not wanting to miss a single day. I carefully questioned some of the kids who were not the
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assigned "tour guides" and was very pleased to see that the tour guides were not an aberration, that the o 
student population corroborated my initial feelings. 
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As I talked to the teachers, it was extremely apparent that they were very qualified teachers who could be o 
making more money working in other schools but who were here because of their hearts and dedication. The o 
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principal, Kathleen Filippelli, spoke with a conviction that told me no other opportunity would take her away 
(Xl 

from this calling. She was on a mission to make a difference in the lives of as many students as she possibly 
could at FCHCS. I was also attracted to the notion that there are no hand-outs at the school- that each family 
must make a commitment and that they pay whatever portion of the tuition they could possibly budget. There 
was buy-in from the students, teachers, principal and the families. Immediately, I knew that I didn't have a 
choice. This school needed to stay open and I was committed to helping with any time, ideas or financial 
commitment I could muster. Since that day, I am proud to speak of my affHiation with FCHCS and I cherish 
each interaction with the school, the staff and the students. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
President 
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