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Greetings,    

  

The 2007-2008 school year is now history and on behalf of the students and families who 

have been blessed by the loving support of members of the Women's Alliance, we offer a 

heartfelt thank you.    

  

The Bunting Inner City Scholarship Challenge and the 54 members of the Women's 

Alliance have been a crucial component of the growing success story of the Partners In 

Excellence Scholarship Fund. This past year, Partners In Excellence distributed nearly $3 

million in tuition grants to 2,262 disadvantaged students attending 20 inner-city Catholic 

schools -- both the value of the scholarships received and the number of students 

receiving tuition assistance marked historical highs.  

  

And more great news! We are very close to meeting the $300,000 Bunting Challenge and 

hope to do so by the end of 2008.  

  

Your gift for scholarships made between now and December 31st will help us meet the 

Challenge and -- through the 2008-2009 school year -- it will be eligible for a 2:1 match 

from The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation.   

  

There has never been a better time to make a gift for scholarships and you can do so on-

line by clicking Donate Now in this newsletter and going to the Partners In Excellence 

website.  Look for How You Can Help! 

  

On behalf of the amazing students and their families, our endless gratitude for your 

kindness and generosity!   

  

Have a safe and wonderful summer! 

  

Jennifer Hammand  

   

  

  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8mcp7ocab.0.0.ifsn9qbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pieschools.org%2Fcontribute%2Fcontribute.html&id=preview


  

Students In Partners In Excellence Schools  
 Have a Great Year!  

  
Congratulations! to 4,500 students in 20 Partners In Excellence schools including 2,262 scholarship 
students and   615 graduates who accomplished the following:   

  
·           99% graduation rate from elementary school and 97% from 

high school; 

·         73% of middle school students matriculating to Catholic high 
schools; 

·         98% of students being promoted on time; 

·         An average daily attendance rate of 95%; and 

·         97% of students improving at least 1 academic year. 

  
In addition, 245 high school graduates were awarded $9.6 million in 
college scholarships; and 97% of grads are matriculating to 2 or 4 year 
colleges/universities. 

Elementary and Middle School Grads Accepted At:   

·         Archbishop Curley  
·         Archbishop Spaulding 
·         Calvert Hall  
·         Christo Rey  
·         Catholic High  
·         Institute of Notre Dame  
·         Loyola Blakefield  
·         Mercy  
·         Mount De Sales  
·         Mount St. Joseph  
·         Notre Dame Prep  
·         St. Ignatius Academy  
·         Towson Catholic  
·         Baltimore School for the Arts  
·         City College  
·         Poly  
·         Poly (Ingenuity)  
·         Western  
·         Dunbar  
·         Garrison Forest  
·         St. Paul School for Girls 

  

High School Grads Accepted At: 

   
·         Catholic University  
·         Columbia University  
·         Cornell University  
·         Hofstra  
·         Johns Hopkins  
·         LaSalle University  
·         Loyola College  
·         Marquette  
·         Marymount University  
·         Mount St. Mary's  
·         Penn State  
·         St. John's University  
·         Seton Hall  
·         Syracuse University  
·         Temple  
·         Tuskeegee University  
·         University of Maryland  
·         University of Scranton  

·     Virginia Tech  
·     Wake Forest 
 



 

William R. Roberts, Verizon Regional President, Gives 

Commencement Keynote to St. Katharine Grads  

 

  

In May, William R. Roberts, Regional President of Verizon Maryland and the District of 

Columbia, delivered the commencement keynote to graduates of St. Katharine 

Elementary School. His inspiring and thought-provoking messages to students rang clear 

and true:  to make a commitment to keep learning, to never be afraid to be the smart 

kid, to realize that school is not just an opportunity but a responsibility, to excel, and to 

be a good citizen.  He challenged students to do well in math and science and to be smart 

thinkers who can help to solve problems. In this way he said, "they will help to build the 

companies that will create the technologies of tomorrow.”  He closed by adding,  "Being 

here today, I see the hope in your faces and a very bright and promising world 
tomorrow."  

Mr. Roberts serves on the Board of the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, the Greater 

Baltimore Committee, the Greater Washington Board of Trade and the Maryland Chamber 

of Commerce. He is also on the Board of the Maryland Business Roundtable for Education. 

We thank him for his willingness to take part in this very special day; one that students 
and their families will long treasure! 

  

  

Students Visit the Walters Art 
Museum 

  

Thanks to Gina Campbell, a past docent at the 

Walters Art Museum and a member of the 

Women's Alliance, in June nearly 60 

students received a guided tour of the 

Museum's permanent collection and the special 

exhibit: Maps: Finding Our Place in the World.  

Three docents did an outstanding job of making 

the exhibits come alive for the students. For 

most of the young people from St. Katharine's 

3, 4 and 5th grades, it was their first trip to this 

cultural icon and all were encouraged to bring 

friends and family members for a visit over the 
summer.  

  

Many thanks to Gina for making this extraordinary trip possible by sponsoring the all 

important bus transportation.  Speaking of the experience, she said without a moment's 
hesitation, "Let's do it again next year!" 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8mcp7ocab.0.0.ifsn9qbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archbalt.org%2F&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8mcp7ocab.0.0.ifsn9qbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archbalt.org%2F&id=preview


Afternoon Tea is 
Awesome!! 

  

  In early April, more than 
120 students, parents, members of 

the Women's Alliance and 
friends gathered on the campus of 

the College of Notre Dame 
to enjoy one of the great social 

traditions --Afternoon Tea!  

  

  

  

 In addition to sampling delicious 
treats, students had an opportunity 
to hear College President Dr. Mary 

Pat Seurkamp provide sound 
advice about how to plan for 

college including many practical 
tips for exploring and choosing a 

course of study.   

  

  

 

Raven Houston, a France Merrick 
Scholar at the Institute of Notre 

Dame and graduate of St. 
Katharine School, offered the 
students encouragement while 

reinforcing the importance 
of studying hard in order to 

be prepared for high school.   

  

  

 

Following the tea,    

students and their 
parents toured the campus while 

guests had the opportunity to hear 
from Partner school Principals:  

LaUanah King-Cassell,  Ss. James 
and John School, Liz Phelan, St. 

Bishop Denis J. Madden to Offer Mass for 
Members of the Women's Alliance  

On September 29, 2008, Bishop Denis J. Madden, Urban Vicar for 

the Archdiocese of Baltimore, will offer Mass for the intentions of 

members of the Women's Alliance and their friends. The 

weekday morning Mass will be held in the Our Lady Seat of 

Wisdom Chapel in the undercroft of the Basilica of the Assumption 

beginning at 8am.  Mass will be followed by a coffee social.  

Scholarship students will be present to meet with the ladies.  

During the school year, there will be other opportunities for 

members of the Alliance and friends to gather for networking, 

sharing ideas and receiving soulful nourishment.  Look for 

additional announcements beginning in early 2009.  

 

Vision Statement  

   

  

For many Baltimore City school children, Catholic schools provide 

the ideal environment for success! By focusing on values, service 

and right relationships in addition to blue ribbon academics, 

Partners In Excellence schools teach and model the essential unity 

of all people and the importance of a loving, supportive 

community to the development of children and youth. Scholarship 

recipients graduate at a nearly perfect rate, prepared to succeed 

in high school and college. As students, their courage in the face 

of challenges, winning, can-do spirits, healthy attitudes, and hard-

work inspire and give hope that their futures will be bright. As 

adults, scholarship recipients and school alumni make meaningful 

contributions to society having developed into morally-grounded, 
competent, responsible leaders, workers and citizens. 

 
 

 

Back-to-School for  

Students and Teachers!!! 

Please Join Us!!     

Getting the school year off to a strong start is very important to a 

student's self-confidence and commitment to doing well.  Having a 

good supply of the right tools -- paper, pencils and other supplies 

can boost excitement and a student's ability to focus on the tasks 

at hand.   If you or your group is interested in providing school 

supplies for needy students or classroom supplies for teachers, 

please let us know.  There is also a teacher’s wish list of items like 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8mcp7ocab.0.0.ifsn9qbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archbalt.org%2F&id=preview


Mary's in Govans and Pamela 
Sanders,  St. Ambrose School in 

Park Heights.  Each spoke to 
the challenges that many students 
face and the success stories made 

possible by scholarships. 

  

Touched by these stories and the 
commitment of the students and 
their families to getting a good 

education, many guests made a gift 
for scholarships.  

  

  

Thanks to the Advisory Committee of the 
Women's Alliance, guests and members 
who helped to make the tea such a great 

success.   

  

A special thank you to  

 Betty Contino and  

Sheila Bertoldi  

 Martha Meehan, Merrill Lynch 

Cort Vitty, Picture This  

 

And our great thanks to Dr. Mary Pat 
Seurkamp and the  staff at the College of 
Notre Dame for their outstanding support 

and service!! 

 

Sponsor a Field Trip to 

the BSO, the BMA, the 

Walters Art Gallery or an 

educational venue of 
your choice  

  

The cost of bus transportation is 
often the biggest barrier when it 

comes to students getting out into 

the community and experiencing 
the terrific cultural and educational 

resources in Baltimore.   

  

If you are interested in sponsoring 
a field trip, please contact us and 
we will be happy to work with you 
to plan a field trip that will greatly 
enrich the educational, cultural and 

social experience of the the 
students. 

 
Email Lynnette 

The Women's Alliance of 
Partners In Excellence 

  

puzzles, books, videos, and classroom furnishings -- bookcases 
and rugs -- that would be most welcome.  

Please contact Lynnette Easley at 410-547-5491 for more 
information. 

  

Teacher Appreciation with Starbuck's 
Coffee and More! 

  

Last year, members of the Women's Alliance and friends of the 

schools, provided coffee and other breakfast treats to teachers 

and staff at 3 Partner schools.  It was a great way to say 

thank you to the dedicated people who give their all to making 

the schools great for students and their families. If you would like 

to be part of a teacher appreciation morning, please contact 
Lynnette Easley at (410) 547-5491 or leasley@archbalt.org. 

   

 

New Books for Students at St. Katharine 
School    

            

Nancy Flanigan has taken great delight in selecting and 

purchasing new books for students attending St. Katharine 

School.  The school had been without new books for some time.  

Nancy who has a keen interest in children's literature has been 

instrumental in providing nearly 100 new books for the school.  

 

The Women's Alliance of Partners In 
Excellence  

Who We Are  

  

V      Women committed to quality education, hope and opportunity for 

Baltimore City children aspiring to attend inner-city parochial schools. 
  

What We Do  

  

V      Support the efforts of mothers, grandmothers and families who have big 

dreams for their children and make tremendous financial sacrifices to 

mailto:jhammand@archbalt.org
mailto:leasley@archbalt.org


Susan Butta - Co-Leader 

Betty Contino - Co-Leader 

Brett and Meredith 
Alcarese 

Cathy Baldwin 

Dorothy Bloomfield 

Meredith Callanan 

Gina Campbell 

Susan Cashman  

A. D'Alessandro  

Linda Deluca 

Afsenah Faridi 

Nancy Flanigan 

Mary Ellen Fise 

Kathleen Fox 

Tara Gallagher 

Tere Geckle and Mollie 

Staab 

Marguerite Mullan 

Greenman 

Jennifer Hammand 

Jen Hobbins 

Mary Ellen Hrutka 

Charleton Hughes and 

Jessica Hughes 

Joyce Kerlin 

Elizabeth Ketzner 

Kristen Kinkopf 

Esther Krasevac 

Barbara Lazzati 

Kate Ryan Lekin 

Catherine Liberatore 

Peg MacKrell 

Joan Marshall 

Jean McHugh 

Susanne Misner 

Peggy Moag 

Ovetta Moore 

Meg Muth 

Annette Nagler 

Pamela O'Neil 

Susan Pappas 

Ann Polk 

Ann Rector 

send them to parochial schools. 
  

V      Help to transform the lives of some of the city's most amazing school 

children. 
  

V      Offer hope and opportunity to children regardless of race or religion. 

  

How Do We Do It  

  

V      Providing funds for full or partial scholarships for girls and boys. 

  

V      Engaging with children, especially girls, in ways that enrich their 

education and life experiences.  This might include visits to museums, 
restaurants or to the workplace. 

 

Quick Links  

Archdiocese of Baltimore  

  

DONATE NOW 

 - VISIT OUR WEBSITE -  

HOW YOU CAN HELP! 

Partners In Excellence  

Schools  

  

To Learn More  

  

For more information about the Women's Alliance or the inner city 
scholarship program, please contact  

Jennifer Hammand  

410-547-5461 (Work) 

 410-303-4173 (Cell) 

jhammand@archbalt.org 

 

37,000 student service units have been provided 
by inner city Catholic Schools since the start of the 

Partners In Excellence program!!  
  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=8mcp7ocab.0.0.ifsn9qbab.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archbalt.org%2F&id=preview
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Lynda Riley 

Christina Sax 

Suzanne Schlenger 

Thea Schnydman 

Mary Pat Seurkamp 

Jeanne Sullivan 

Loy Tan-Timbie 

Linda Tripp 

Stacey Van Horn 

Lillian Wells 

Roxanne Zaghab 

Elizabeth Zoltan 

  

Special Advisors to the 
Women's Alliance 

Carmina Perez-Fowler 

Linda Kuligowski 

Darielle Linehan 

Martha Meehan 

Mary-Ann Pinkard 

Mary Louise Preis 

Patricia Tunstall 

 
 

 
 

 


